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25th November 2015 
 
 
Dear Sir/Madam, 
 
Burial and Cremation (Scotland) Bill 
 
I am writing in response to your call for written evidence.  The Westerleigh Group operate two 
crematoria in Scotland and so wish to reserve our comments to question 6. 
 
The FBCA have, in any case, responded to the other questions raised and we support their view on 
these matters. 
 
With regards to question 6 our position is already well known to the Scottish Government as we 
have recently written to register our concerns regarding the potential removal of a minimum 
distance between crematoria and housing. Our letter is attached and we remain of the opinion that 
a distance of 200 yards should be preserved to protect the peace and sanctuary of crematoria as a 
setting for funerals. The current planning system does not afford sufficient weight to these 
qualitative matters and we could therefore only lift our objection if Scotland’s national planning 
policy was updated to include sufficiently robust guidance for the siting of new crematoria. 
Otherwise the new measures would reduce rather than enhance the higher standards of care that 
the Government is seeking to achieve. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
Richard Evans 
Managing Director 

 


